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politician in everything he wrote, ascribed its rise
and fall to virtues and vices all could understand,
whereas the philosophical Vico ascribed them to
( the rhythm of the elemental forms of the mind/
a new idea that would dominate philosophy. Out-
side Anglo-Saxon nations where progress, impelled
by moral enthusiasm and the Patent Office, seems
a perpetual straight line, this * circular movement/
as Swift's master, Polybius, called it, has long been
the friend and enemy of public order. Both Sorel
and Marx, their eyes more Swift's than Vice's,
have preached a return to a primeval state, a beat-
ing of all down into a single class that a new civil-
isation may arise with its Few, its Many, and its
One. Students of contemporary Italy, where Vico's
thought is current through its influence upon Croce
and Gentile, think it created, or in part created,
the present government of one man surrounded by
just such able assistants as Vico foresaw. Some
philosopher has added this further thought: the
classes rise out of the matrix, create all mental and
bodily riches, sink back, as Vico saw civilisation
rise and sink, and government is there to keep the
ring and see to it that combat never ends. These
thoughts in the next few generations, as elaborated
by Oswald Spengler, who has followed Vico with-
out essential change, by Flinders Petrie, by the